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VOYAGER celebrates anniversary
FROM P1
even helped spearhead the movement to
bring a climbing wall to Ridgway Secondary
School.
“We’ve taken the beginnings and we’ve
grown and grown over the years to where
we envision ourselves as a wrap-around
agency,” said Lisa Thomason, Voyager executive director. “Where there’s a gap, we fill
it.”
Recently, Voyager acquired a headquarters in Ridgway that also serves as a free
teen center for youth from 13 to 18 years
old. In addition, Voyager offers prevention
programs to help promote healthy choices
and lifestyles in kids. The organization also
has plans to take on a new learning initiative on the subject of bullying in the next
year.
“Voyager has blossomed into an enrichment program and isn’t just a babysitting
program,” said Thomason. “We’re kind of a
catch-all for different programs that should
be provided by a recreation district or social
services.”
Since the teen center’s grand opening a
year ago, it has served 71 teens. Last summer, Voyager served 95 kids aged five to 12.
Thomason expects that number to be over

100 by the time June rolls around. Some of
the youth served are even outside of the
county, including four kids from San Miguel
County and a couple from Montrose
County.
The Voyager facility, located on Cora
Street in Ridgway, has been touted by program supporters and staff as one of the
biggest and most positive changes to the
program since 1997. Danelle Hughes,
Voyager program manager, said she loves
the energy of the building.
“It’s so close to the library and the park,”
she said. “It’s a really great space and it’s
really great for the kids. You can just see the
difference.”
Laura Thomas, former Voyager executive director and current Ridgway School
Board president, cut the ribbon for the
Voyager center a year ago. She said she
enjoyed being a part of the program she
considers an “awesome” asset to the Ouray
County community.
“This nonprofit came into existence to
provide safe, enriching opportunities for
kids when school’s not in session,” said
Thomas. “Voyager has filled an important
role where other structures didn’t exist
because we’re so rural.”
Voyager loves its new location so much,

there’s been discussion
about actually purchasing
the
property.
However, that option is
still lingering on the
horizon.
“Now Voyager is an
adult entity and we’re
looking at having a
permanent home,” said
Thomason.
“That’s
where we want to make
our big push next
year.”
“We really have to
do some research first Laura Thomas, former Voyager executive director, helps a Voybefore we decide own- ager program child cut the ribbon to the program's new heading the building is
going to be to our ben- quarters and teen center in October 2015 while Lisa Thomason,
efit,” said Hughes. current Voyager executive director (center) and John Clark, Ridg“Voyager, in the future, way mayor (left), watch. A year later, Voyager staff and supportwants to have a perma- ers agree that the facility is one of the best changes since the pronent site, but there’s a gram's inception in 1997.
lot of responsibility
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with that.”
Thomason also thanked the community
Overall, everyone was excited about the
for
its support of the Voyager Youth
milestone the youth program is going to
Program.
achieve next year.
"We can't do what we do without the
“It’s going to be 20 years old,” said
government entities, businesses, parents
Hughes. “It’s grown up and it’s amazing.”
and community as a whole," she said.
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